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Test-trawling in the Northeast Bering Sea
By

Arao TsuruTa, Osamu Hirano and Akiyoshi KaTaoka

In June, 1961, the commercial value of the northeast Bering Sea, where was rather
unexplored water, as the fishing ground for trawler was assessed employing “Kovo-
MARU”, the research and training vessel of the Shimonoseki College of Fisheries.

Twenty-two trawlings revealed, as shown in Table 3, that a poor catch could be
obtained in all the stations except for some stations north of 58° where more fish
than two tons were caught per hour.

The useful animals caught were : Yellow-fin sole (Limanda aspera), halibut
(Hippoglossus stenolepis), Alaska pollack (Theragra chalcogramma), Alaska cod
(Gadus macrocephalus), pink shrimp (Pandalus borealis), etc.

It is worthy of note that a great number of male individuals of “Zuwai” crabs
(Chinoecetes opilio) could be caught only at St. 5 and St. 9, whereas young indi-
viduals of both male and female were obtained at Sts. 18~722.

All the kinds of fishes and marine invertebrates caught are shown in Tables 2
and 3.

It may be suggested as the conclusion of the present report that high possibility
of getting an economic success will be expected in the regions where the water is
blue and clear in color with high transparency and also above 2°C in the water-
temperature at the bottom.
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Fig. 1. Location of trawling (open circle) and horizontal
distribution of water temperature at the depth near

sea bottom (solid and broken lines).
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Table 2. List of Fishes and invertebrates caught by trawling.

BUKEERR 11 (3)

Science name

English name

Japanese name

Rajidae

Breviraja parmifera (BEAN)

Clupeidae

Clupea pallasii CUVIER & VALENCIENNES

Osmeridae

Osmerus dentex STEINDACHNER

Mallotus catervarius (PENNANT)

Zaproridae

Zaprora silenus JORDAN

Zoarcidae

Lycodes raridens TARANETZ & ANDRIASHEV

Lycodes palearis GILBERT

Scorpaenidae

Sebastes melanops (GIRARD)

Sebastes alutus GILBERT

Gadidae

Gadus macrocephalus TILESIUS

Theragra chalcogramma (PALLAS)

Eleginus gracilis (TILESIUS)

Anoplopomidae

Anoplopoma fimbria (PALLAS)

Cottidee

Hemilepidotus gilberti JORDAN & STARKS

Mwyoxocephalus stelleri TILESIUS

Myozxocephalus jaok (CUVIER &
VALENCIENNES)

Myozocephalus polyacanthocephalus (PALLAS)

Dasvycottus setiger BEAN

Gymnocanthus galeatus BEAN

Hemitripterus americanus americanis

(PALLAS) ?

Agonidae

Podothecus veternus JORDAN & STARKS

Podothecus acipenserinus (TILESIUS)

Liparidae

Liparis megacephalus (BURKE)

Pleurconectidae

Atheresthes stomias (JORDAN & GILBERT)

Atheresthes evermanni JORDAN & STARKS

Reinhardtius hippoglossoides (WALBAUM )

Hippolossus stenolepis SCHMIDT

Hppoglossoides robustus GILL & TOWNSEND

Limanda aspera (PALLAS)

Limanda sakhalinensis HHUBBS

Pleurcnectes pallasii STEINDACHNER

Skate
Herring

Smelt

Eel pouts

Alaska cod
Alaska pollack
Northern cod

Sculpin

Sea poacher

Rock sucker

Arrow-toothed halibut

Halibut

Yellow-fin sole

Cangi-ei-rui
Tsuno-kasube
Nishin-rui

Nishin
Kyuri-uo-rui
Kyuri-uo
Karafuto-shishamo
Bozu-ginpo-rui
Bozu-ginpo
Genge-rui

Hakusen-gazi
Fusa-kasago-rui

Arasuka-menuke
Tara-rui

Ma-dara
Suketo-dara
Komai
Gin-dara-rui
Gin-dara
Kazika-rui
Yokosuzi-kazika
Isago-kazika

Oku-kazika

Toge-kazika
Ganko
Chikame-kazika

Tokubire-rui

Onaga-tokubire
Kusa-uo-rui

Karei-rui
Arasuka-abura-garei
Abura-garei
Ezo-karasu-garei
Ohyo

Doro-garei
Rosuke-garei
Karafuto-garei
Tsunc-garei

Chinocecetes opilio O. FABRICIUS
Paralithodes camtschatica TILESIUS
Erimacrus isenbeckii BRANDT
Pandalus borealis KROYER

Gorgonocephalus caryi LYMAN
Neptunea heros (GRAY)

“Zuwai” crab
King crab

Pink shrimp
Shrimp
Sea squirt

Bivalve
Naticid egg mass
Starfish

Zuwai-gani
Taraba-gani

Ke-gani
Hokkoku-aka-ebi
Ebi-rui

Hoya-rui
Okino-tezuru-mozuru

Nimai-gai-rui
Suna-jawan
Hitode-rui
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Fig. 2. Frequency distribution of body length,
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