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Analysis of Privately Funded International Students by Type
— Considerations Based on Purpose, Economic Situation, and Japanese
Language Ability —

Shotaro MIYAKO  Kenshu YAMAGUCHI

abstract : This study examines the growing diversification of privately funded international students in Japan,
focusing on those from China, Nepal, and Vietnam, who constitute the largest proportion of incoming students. To
clarify their pathways from entry into Japanese language schools to their eventual outcomes—such as employment
in Japan, further education, or return to their home countries—the study classifies students at the time of entry based
on three factors: Japanese language proficiency, financial capacity to cover future educational expenses, and clarity
of academic motivation. Using these criteria, students were categorized into eight groups and four broader types.
“Typical students” were found mainly among Chinese learners, while “financially challenged” and “labor-oriented”
students were more common among those from Vietnam and Nepal. Students entering in October with only JLPT
NS5 tended to face restricted options for higher education due to limited language skills and financial constraints.
The study also notes an increase in “moratorium-type” students from China, whose primary purpose for studying in
Japan is ambiguous. Looking forward, aligning the EJU with the Japanese Language Education Reference
Framework may facilitate more effective information sharing between language schools and higher education

institutions through e-portfolio systems.
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