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Interaction Between School-age Children with Disabilities and Their Fathers 
from the Perspective of Time Use 

 

Rie FUKUTANI 

 

Abstract: I conducted a survey of children and students with disabilities in Hiroshima Prefecture that analyzed their 

time use with their fathers based on data gathered from their daily activities.  The survey period covered four days 

in total: one weekday and one Saturday during the regular school term and one weekday and one Saturday during 

the long vacation period from November 2004 to October 2005.  Regarding the time children spent with their 

fathers, on weekdays during both the regular school term and long vacations, interactions were limited to short 

periods outside of daytime hours due to the fathers’ work schedules.  The nature of these interactions was restricted 

to a few specific activities, such as sharing meals in the morning and evening.  On each Saturday during the regular 

semester and long vacations, an increase in the time children spent with their fathers was observed.  The way 

children interacted with their fathers on Saturdays showed an increase in activities related to “play” and 

“transportation,” suggesting that fathers play a significant role in leisure activities.  A characteristic of the time 

fathers spend interacting with their children is that it often occurs with the mother present, and the time fathers 

spend with their children without the mother being there is short, even on Saturdays.  However, judging from the 

individual data of employed mothers, it is difficult to say that the presence of the father has been much of a support 

for the mother's employment. 

 

62

生活時間から見た障害のある学齢期の子どもと父親の関わり（福谷理恵）


