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An Analysis of the Selection of Privately Financed International Undergraduate 
Students for University Admission 

Focusing on Private Universities with a High Percentage of International 
Students as Undergraduates  

 

Shotaro MIYAKO Kenshu YAMAGUCHI 

 

abstract This study analyzes the admission process for privately financed international undergraduate students in 

Japanese private universities. Focusing on 21 institutions with high ratio of international students, it examines 

factors like faculty numbers, admission methods, application periods, and EJU requirements. 

Key findings show that over half of the surveyed universities are small-scale, single-faculty institutions. Most 

use both interview and written tests, with applications typically starting between September and November. Peak 

test dates are in December and February, with most universities offering three test sessions. 

Notably, many universities, especially smaller ones, don't require the EJU, indicating a polarization in admission 

practices between small and large institutions. The study highlights the diverse preparation required for international 

students and limited EJU utilization. 

Future challenges identified include the impact of online applications, more effective EJU use, potential shifts 

from regional to urban universities, and addressing selection process polarization. 
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