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A Study on the Spread of Naming Rights at National Universities

Tsuyoshi SATO Kenshu YAMAGUCHI
abstract : Naming rights have spread to universities in recent years. In particular, the number of national universities
introducing naming rights has increased rapidly since the late 2010s. This is due to the fact that, following the
incorporation of national universities in 2004, the trend of reductions in the subsidies for national university
management fees continued for a long time, and universities began to actively utilize naming rights as a means of
securing their own financial resources. This paper summarizes the characteristics and trends that can be drawn from
this, while observing specific examples of national universities that have begun to solicit naming rights in recent
years, and discusses the possibilities and challenges.

The paper clarified that, while there are some similarities between naming rights offered by local authorities and
other organizations and those offered by national universities, there are also some characteristics that are particularly
common among universities. It also considers the causes of the differences in the contractual situation between

universities that introduced the naming rights system at the same time.
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