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Career Support and Issues for Children at Child Protection Institutions

Kioto YAMAGUCHI

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to examine the issue of career support and its problems for children at
child protection institutions. Previous studies have focused on the issue of children at child protection institutions
going on to higher education, and have pointed out the problems of costs for higher education and group living in
institutions. However, how staff members support children to think about their own future has rarely been
examined. This paper examines the actual situation of career support at child protection institutions and the
problems that children who cannot rely on their parents face in thinking about their own future prospects. For this
purpose, an interview survey was conducted with the staff of one child protection institution. The results of the
survey revealed that children who entered institutions at the age of middle and high school students had more
difficulty in thinking about their future. This was because the children entered the institutions without having their
self-confidence about themselves formed among their families, and without having time to form it in the

institutions. This result will be an important insight for future career support in child protection institutions.
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