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A Comparative Study of Online Education as Countermeasure against
Coronavirus(COVID-19)Infection
in Japan and the United States of America

Katsumi KIYONGA  Robert J. FOUSER

Abstract: Due to the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic, the Japanese government, in April 2020, requested schools
from elementary school to high school, to close, and online distance learning was introduced in place of face-to-
face instruction. In the United States, almost all schools were closed in the spring and switched to online distance
education. Many reopened in the fall, but distance learning has continued to play a large role. Despite the sudden
change, schools in the United States adapted quickly because of greater familiarity with distance education and
various ICT tools. On the other hand, the number of Japanese teachers who had experience using ICT and enough
knowledge of the tools was limited. Most studies on ICT have focused on classroom-based schools that use ICT to
supplement learning. There is a lack of studies on learners out of their classrooms who had little contact with each
other. With schools closed, learners found themselves behind a small screen, studying in a private room without
teachers or friends. This has reduced the real-life impact of the lesson, which has hurt the motivation to learn. We
would like to promote research on lessons in which learners actively participate and cooperate in online distance

learning environments.
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