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Nurses’ Experiences of Providing Day Care for Sick Children Related to the
Development of Their Professional Identity

Haruji HIROSE Motoshi UMEKI Miho OKADA Madoka KONEGAWA

Abstract:

This study aimed to clarify the experience of nurses who engaged in looking after sick children at one day care
nursery and the development of their professional identities. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with two
nurses; one with one-year experience, and the other with four-year experience of working at a childcare room.
Interview data were analyzed using M-GTA from a view point of Structure-Constructivism. The categories
extracted from the novice nurse were; ‘conflict of being expected to be an expert of childcare’ ‘awareness of
different perception with day nursery staff’ and ‘no room for childcare support for parents.” On the other hand, the
experienced nurse showed as a core category; ‘establishment of childcare nursing based on the expertise as a
nurse’ which includes the categories of ‘accepting a viewpoint of childcare staff” ‘realizing the need for nurses to
have deep insight. The study suggested that the factors affecting the development of professional identities of
nurses were; fostering a sense of affinity with the perception of child day care, having discretion over the care,

solidarity and isolation, And readiness of novice nurses through training sessions and experiences.
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