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The Intersection of Movie and Photo

— About Roland Barthes' Image Theory —

Takashi SEO

abstract : When talking about French contemporary ideas of the 20th century, Roland Barthes (1915-1980) is
known as a big thinker of structuralism. His analysis is concerned with literature, fashion, advertising, media and
so on. In this paper, I will take up his discussion about the image. However, the main handling of Barthes was a
photograph. Because he had a strong attachment to the photograph, while Barthes had a rebellious attitude
towards the movie. On the other hand, André Bazin (1918 - 1958) built his own movie theory with photograph as

a starting point. I would like to think about the difficulty of facing images through two thinkers who discussed

movies from different standpoints.

Currently, our life is filled with images. We are used to taking pictures and being photographed. As a result, it is

often felt as if our sense of the image is paralyzed. That is why it is of today's significance to read back the

Barthes’ texts that express the fear of images without hesitation.
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