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Passing Down the Mother’s Religious Culture to the Next Generation at Home
in a Cultural Different Country
—The Possibilities Found in Filipino Block Rosary —

Yoko FUIIMOTO

Abstract: We find that some Filipinos living in Japan participate in a ceremony called Block Rosary. This
ceremony is practiced among Roman Catholics in the Philippines. There, typically, it is a family event.

Japan's culture and religious practices differ greatly from those of the Philippines. Regardless of this environment,
many Filipino women have married Japanese men. Since October 2013, I have been studying the Block Rosary
ceremony as it is practiced in Japan. I have visited a total of sixty-eight families in order to see whether or not
there is a possibility that those women could teach their children how to perform the ceremony at home. Often I
found that these women neither invited their husbands nor even their children who had been baptized as Roman
Catholics to the ceremonies. The children only attended this event if someone invited them. Also, it is very
important that the ceremony be translated into Japanese so that the children, who usually do not speak English,

can understand the procedures and join in the ceremony in a positive manner.
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