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Experiences of Novice Kindergarten and Nursery Teachers who Take Care of
Children with Developmental Disorder and Special Needs

Haruji HIROSE Katsuyo KUNIHIRO Kioto YAMAGUCHI Motoshi UMEKI

Abstract:

This study aimed to examine the experience of novice kindergarten and nursery teachers who take care of
children with developmental disorders and special needs. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with five
novice kindergarten teachers and three novice nursery teachers. Data were analyzed using the Modified Grounded
Theory Approach. The findings included that teachers don't know how to deal with these children at first and think
that what they learnt at college is useless, but they perform knowledge-based understanding and support and then
become able to have prospect, supported by the pleasure of taking care of children, which indicates ‘the shift to
understanding of and correspondence to the individuality of children with developmental disorder and special
needs’. Teachers had conflict over deciding priorities either for whole group or a child with special needs and
started to focus on the relationship among children to ‘make the shift to create environment where everybody
respects children with developmental disorder’. While they had ‘a strong conflict between thinking about the best
profit of the child and respecting the feeling of the parents’, novice teachers were able to keep their enthusiasm for

the work by ‘receiving support from colleagues and external institutions’.
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