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‘Early Modern Era’ of Ryukyu Observed from the Establishment of

Mausoleum of Confucius.

Izuru KAMATA  Youjyu ITO

Two Confucius’ Mausoleums in Kumemura and in Syuri once existed in Ryukyu .Kumemura was built in the
latter half of 17th century and Syuri was built in the middle of 19th century, but they were established with each
different intention.

The establishment of two Confucius’ Mausoleums is different in time and place. In this theme, the motivation and
the significance of existence should be compared, and the role of Mausoleum of Confucius in Ryukyu in the early
modern era should be made clear.

In general, the early modern era in Ryukyu was from Satsuma invasion in 1609 to Japan occupation in 1879. In
this period, Ryukyu was ruled by both Japan and China, but the period suggested that the image of the nation
should be established in Ryukyu.

Confucius’ Mausoleum in Kumemura in 17th century played a significant role to improve the position of Ryukyu.
Ryukyu appealed to the messenger of Qing Dynasty who happened to visit Ryukyu that it had Confucius’
Mausoleum originated from China. It showed that Ryukyu would be obedient to Qing Dynasty which became a
newly born dynasty in China. This incident indicated that Ryukyu was successfully able to continue to establish a
good relationship with Qing Dynasty for about 200 years.

It was Kumemura that built Confucius’ Mausoleum and made Ryukyu be obedient to Qing Dynasty. It becomes
clear that this era can be described as Kumemura period.

On the other hand, in 19th century, another Confucius’ Mausoleum was built in Syuri, the capital of Ryukyu. The
reason why this Confucius Mausoleum was built was not to appeal to Qing Dynasty, but to make it become the
monument of promoting study in Ryukyu.

Accordingly, of two Confucius’ Mausoleums, one was built in Kumemura, which was the measure to have a good
relationship with Qing Dynasty. Another was built by the Ryukyu nation, and became the monument of
promoting study. It should be mentioned that the early modern era in Ryukyu included both Kumemura period and
Syuri period which were different in quality.

Consequently, two Confucius’ Mausoleums were the mirror reflecting the times in 17th century and in 19th

century when each was established.
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