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The Problem of Possession of Ryukyu From 1840’s to 1850°s
- The Present Study is to Understand the Problem at the Thought of Recognition

of Ryukyu in the US and French, and

the Reaction of Ryukyu, Satuma Feudal

Lord and the Tokugawa Shogunate.-

Izuru KAMATA  Youju ITO

After the end of the First Opium War, French and the US came to Ryukyu with the intention of the trade, the

religious mission, and the political treaty. Ryukyu, Satuma and the shogunate reacted to them with different ideas.

For French coming in 1844, Ryukyu took the diplomatic position to conceal the relation with Japan, showing the

sovereign and subject relation with Quin Dynasty.

French already recognized Ryukyu belonging to Japan, but it pretended to know

nothing and successfully negotiated with Ryukyu.

Satuma took the priority to trade with French through Ryukyu. In case of emergency, it was prepared to disclose

the relation between Japan and Ryukyu.

The US coming in 1850’s had doubts about the sense of the belonging in Ryukyu. The shogunate made the US

and Ryukyu negotiate with each other, so the US could
different recognition between Ryukyu and Satuma.

conclude the treaty with Ryukyu. But it left behind some
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