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Resources Anthropologic Study on Iki, Tsushima and Cheju Islands in the
Tsushima Strait Referring to their Geo-diversity

Kenichi HARADA  Moonsang LEE

According to “Fudoron”, a prevailing theory applied in comparative study of culture in Japan to emphasize the
influence of climatic factors, such as climate, vegetation, and fertility on the local cultural development, the above
three islands seemed to have developed the similar culture since they are under the same climatic condition, and
also have been commonly influenced by Chinese civilization since the prehistoric time. However, their ways of
living such as farming, house building and steel processing are strikingly different, which reflect their
geo-diversity; geologic history, rock composition, subsurface structure, topography, and availability of resources.
For instance, ki is composed by the Quaternary basaltic flows, so rice farming is popular since the rice-paddy is
rich in soil derived from the mineral-rich basalt. While in Tsushima, fishery is the main industry and the rice is
imported from Iki because of the infertility of soil derived from the Paleogene sedimentary rocks. Cheju is an
active volcanic island, where wheat is the major product because of the lack of surface water caused by the high

permeability of the ground composed by porous basalt and volcaniclastic rocks.
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