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Viewpoints of Curriculum Innovation
- Based upon the Educational Cultures in Yamaguchi
and the International Trend of Educational Policies -

Takao YOSHIMURA

Abstract

Curriculum supports school education. Contents of the curriculum are reflecting the times and the traditional
culture of a country. The school curriculums are innovated periodically in Japan. They are prescribed by the
Government Guidelines for Teaching. The key word of curriculum for today is to cultivate children’s “zest for
living”.

In an international trend of educational policies, there are two main projects. One is “DeSeCo(Definition and
Selection of Competencies)” project submitted to OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development). The other is “SCAN (Secretary’s Commission on Achieving Skills)” project submitted to Federal
Ministry of Labor of USA. The common key word of the projects is “competency” living through 21 century.

By the way, we have prominent educational cultures in Yamaguchi. We can show you three typical examples.
Firstly, we point out the Shoin Yoshida’s private academy: Shoka Sonjuku. Shoin Yoshida fostered many patriots
who accomplished the Meiji Restoration in the Shoka Sonjuku. Secondly, we point out Misuzu Kaneko who
composed children’s poems written in simple language with fruitful educational philosophy. Last of all, we point
out the existence of “Tokushukan: a local school founded in the Edo period” in Kumage town. “Tokushukan” had
the essence of education in the spirit of the school. New visions of curriculum innovation are proposed in this

paper based upon the educational cultures in Yamaguchi.
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