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Multilingual Environment at Home and Japanese Oral Proficiency
- Cases of the Children Whose Roots Are in the Philippines -

Yoko FUIIMOTO

abstract : This is to discuss the language used in the homes of children in Japan whose roots are in the Philippines.
Most of these children have a Filipino mother who is at least bilingual and a Japanese father who is usually
monolingual. The investigation was about the first language, second language, third language used between a
Filipino and his or her child, between the spouse and the child, and between the children at home. This analysis
was done in 2010. As a result, I found that the most common language used is Japanese, the second is Tagalog,
and the third is English. If the spouse is Japanese, the most common language between the children is Japanese. If
the spouse is Filipino, the most common language between the children is Tagalog. Though Filipinos speak
Tagalog to their children, they think Japanese and English are more important. In this study, the oral proficiency in
Japanese of three children was tested. Their family history and language used at home vary. The child who lives in
a multilingual environment was fluent in Japanese, but that child’s vocabulary was not great. Of the other two who
lived in an almost monolingual environment, their vocabulary in Japanese was large enough regardless of the

length of their stay in Japan.
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