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A Study on the recognition of the issues of '"'Identity as Athletes" in Japan
- Focused on Jiro Sato (1908-1934), tennis player -

Yusuke OKABE

abstract : The purpose of this study was to clarify the establishment period of "issues of identity as athletes". In this
study, we have assumed the death of athletes as the ultimate form of "issues of identity as athletes". The study
focused as the typical case, marathon runner Tsuburaya Kokichi and tennis player Jiro Sato. Tsuburaya and Sato
were excellent at the international level as athletes. And they were sacrificed in the form of suicide. As a result of
focusing on the relevant discourses, it was thought that, they were subjected to mental pressure by asked to
excessive expectations and winning from the surrounding, that people recognized as realistic problems that
excessive expectations and social pressure was applied from the surrounding to athletes, and that suicide of
Tsuburaya was an opportunity of the popular perception of the "issues of identity as athletes". In contrast, about
the death of Sato, it has been pointed out that Sato received by himself the pressure and expectations from Japan
Tennis Association, asked a winning for the nation, which has been the overpressure for him. But it was a
temporary thing after death of Sato. From the time of the various opinions, it could not be read as issues caused by

competitive sport the "overpressure" that he received.
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