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Poems of Misuzu Kaneko and Recent Scientific Views of the Universe

Takao YOSHIMURA

Abstract

Misuzu Kaneko, born in Senzaki-mura, now part of Nagato city, started her career as a writer of poetry for
children at the age of twenty. Soon after that she became manager and sole employee of a small bookstore in
Shimonoseki, Yamaguchi prefecture.

She married in 1926. Her husband contracted a venereal disease from pleasure quarters, and she divorced
him. At first he agreed to let her bring up their daughter on her own, but later changed his mind and attempted to
gain custody of the child. In protest, she committed suicide in 1930.

Five hundred and twelve poetries written in M. Kaneko’s own hand were brought to light in 1982 by Setsuo
Yazaki.

Kaneko’s poems contain Oriental philosophy, Buddhism. They link with the recent scientific views of the
universe. The poems which remind us of concepts of physical science are “tairyou: a big catch”, “tumotta yuki: a
blanket of snow”, “hachi to kamisama: one bee, one God”, “hoshi to tanpopo: stars and dandelions”, “fushigi: it’s
weird”, “hasu to tori: a lotus and a chick”. Recent new physical science seems to be essential to new ideas as
Oriental philosophy over Western philosophy. We can recognize that poems of Misuzu Kaneko link with recent

scientific views of the universe.
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