
There-be     

 

*1 

 

 

 

 

( there 

 

We can see ice hockey game there.  

 (NEW HORIZON English Course 1,82) 

 There - be 

There  

There's a Christmas tree by the window.    (ibid.2,58) 

 

 

Ross  

Existential Sentences)

 

There - be  (Transformational 

Generative Grammar, TG) (1)

(2)  

 (1) A Christmas tree is by the window. 

 (2) There is a Christmas tree by the window. 

 (John P.Kimball)

(The Grammar of Existence,1973)  

(2) (1)

(1) be (indefinte,-DEF)

 

A unicorn ate in the garden.  

*There ate a unicorn in the garden.  

The unicorn is in the garden.  

*There is the unicorn in the garden.  

*  

 Ross (Lectures,MIT,1967) 

 

 

 

a Christmas tree is by the window  

There Insertion  

There is a Christmas tree by the window.  

 

 

 

 (3) NP be X there be NP X       (where NP is -DEF) 

  X  

  be

 

  tree 

structure  

S                        S 

 

NP      VP   obligatory  NP      VP 

 

Det    N   be   Pred        there   be   NP 

 

                                     Det    N 

                                     -DEF  

 

Saussure (1879)

 

N.Chomsky (1957)

*1   
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John is eager to help.

 

 John is eager for John to help someone 

 

 

   John is eager    to help someone 

            

 

      John is eager    to help  

 

 

    John is eager to help. 

  

 

  

 (4) John    is     eager       to     help. 

(5) John    is     difficult     to     help. 

   (NP)    (be)     (adj)    (prep)    (V) 

 

(4)  help John      John  helps someone. 

(5)  help  

John     Someone  helps John. 

 

(4') John prest be eager for John to help someone. 

(5') For someone to help John prest be difficult. 

(prest present ) 

1

 

 

 

 (6) To swallow safety pins is stupid. 

(7) It is stupid to swallow safety pins. 

Ross  

1. There

 

2. There

 

3. be

 

A man was seen running from the scene.

'be'  

There was a man seen running from the scene. 

 

There-be  

Ross (3)

 

  There is a book. 

   There are books. 

  There is a book on the desk. 

  There is the book on the desk. 

  There is a book there. 

where NP

NP +DEF  

There-be where 

NP

NP)

 

There-be There + be + NP +where NP 

                                    (-DEF) 

 

 

(definite) 1.

2. 3.

 

 

「There-be構文」再考（福原慶尚）



Kimball  

  Ross 

 Kimball 

 

 (3)  there  

 there  there 

be There entered a white rabbit.’

enter There began a great commotion.’

begin

There is space in the manger.’

space(NP) in the manger(where NP)

 

 Kimball

 

 

                space 

(8) a. There is              in the manger. 

                  corn 

 

 

           *Space 

    b.              is in the manger. 

           Corn 

 

 

                  fire 

(9)  a. There is             in his eye. 

                  a sty 

 

 

           *Fire 

b.               is in his eye. 

       A sty 

 

 

                  a pain 

(10) a. There is               in my arm. 

                  a splinter 

 

 

           *A pain 

b.                is in my arm. 

       A splinter 

 

(3) NP

where NP Ross

Kimball 8-10)

There-be

NP X

 

Kimball

(8) corn  manger 

space manger

corn manger

 space manager 

(8-10) b.

NP X  

(11)

NP (definite pronouns=it)

NP

 

                     

(11) a.  There was a cow in the meadow, but now it’s  

                   NP      X 

         in the barn. 

                

       b.  *There was space in the manger, but now it's in 

                    NP       X 

           the kitchen. 

NP

NP
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There-be

 

NP where NP

Where's the chalk?  The dog has it.  

Where's the farm?   *John has it.

The dog has it (in its mouth).

 

Kimball NP

There

(12) (13)

 

 

(12)  a.  There was a thunderstorm yesterday. 

      b. * A thunderstorm was yesterday. 

  (13)  *There was a thunderstorm in Toledo yesterday,  

        and it was (found lurking) in Dallas. 

 

(12.a) There-be NP where NP

(events) (time of 

occurrence)  

 

 

 Kimball There Insertion

 

 

                    

 (14)  a.  There is a splinter in my arm.  

         NP   X 

      b.  A splinter is  in my arm. 

           NP           X 

 

                   

 (15)  a.  There is a pain in my arm. 

         NP  X 

   b.  *A pain is in my arm. 

            NP       X 

 

(12.b)

Kimball  

 

 (12)  a.  There was a thunderstorm yesterday. 

           

   b.  *A thunderstorm was yesterday. 

 

(12.a)  (12.b There Insertion

There-be

 

*A desk was yesterday.

 

 

 

Ross Kimball

There-be be

 

Kimball  

 

there (movement 

verbs) There entered a squirrel .'

There exited a squirrel .' 

「There-be構文」再考（福原慶尚）



 

There

run walk  

 

                          into the room. 

 (16)  There ran a man    from the building.  

                          *around the track. 

 

There Insertion

there

(NP)

Sherry was sitting in the house 

when there entered a white dove. Sherry

 

rise

(17.a)  

 

 (17)  a.  There rose a green monster from the lagoon. 

       b.  *There sank a green monster into the lagoon. 

 

(monster)  

(17.b)

monster

 

 

 

 (18)  a.  There began a riot. 

       b.  *There ended a riot. 

Begin

(18.a)  

 

(18.b)  

Be There  

 

 (16)  *There ran a man around the track. 

 

  

 (19)  *There didn't begin a riot. 

(19)  

  

 

  (20)  There ceased being riots. 

 

 there  

   S  

        S2     ceased 

    

   There were riots. 

 

 

 There-be  

be   

Kimball The Grammar 

of Existence'1973) Ross There Insertion

Kimball

 

 There-be

 

 There-be
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Kimball,J.P. The Grammar of Existence CLS 9 1989 

1984 

 There-be ( )     

9 1980 

1986 
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