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The Environment of Letter Acquisition for Preschool Children
-Research of Children’s Books and Activities at a Kindergarten-

Yoko FUIIMOTO

In accordance with a new course of study for kindergarten students from the ministry of education, culture,
sports, science and technology, two of the aims for education at a kindergarten are "(3) To enrich
children's understanding of the nature of things, the concepts of quantities, written words, etc. through observing,
thinking about and dealing with surroundings things and experiences", and (10) Experiencing
the enjoyment of conveying thoughts and feelings in writing in everyday life." This thesis focuses on the "written
words" of the environment and "conveying thoughts and feelings in everyday life," especially for the children

who go to kindergarten because education at the kindergarten is based on this course of study.

While studying Japanese, children learn Hiragana-phonograms first. Therefore, children's books should be
written in Hiragana, and these books should help children to learn their letters. However, from this research in
fifty books, some of the books contain Katakana-phonograms and even Chinese characters without Hiragana

support.

Also, one day, I observed three age classes at a private kindergarten to see the environment and activities used
to help the children learn their letters. For example, the classroom walls of senior children classrooms were
covered with charts, prayers, and so on, in Hiragana. The children were exposed to Hiragana in their class. And
also, during the classes, the children learn and use their Japanese letters through activities. According to some
teachers, most children in the senior age group can not only read Hiragana but also write it before they officially
learn at the kindergarten. This happens because some have already learned Hiragana from their parents

while others have learned by observation.
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