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Abstract

Informed consent is often regarded to have already well settled in the Japanese society, especially from the side of
healthcare professionals. On the other hand, the medical malpractice lawsuit in which informed consent is taken up as a
problematic issue has rather been increasing. It seems that now is the time to re-review and re-establish the concept and
content of informed consent focusing on patients’ understanding. The most important things for patients are
advantages and disadvantages for them. Patients are concerned about the life expectancy, medical expense, period of
hospitalization (or treatment), and relationship to physicians and nurses in addition to the rate of cure, pain (adverse drug
reactions), and outcome of treatment (such as sequelae) as the topics of conventional accountability. Development of

better medical care could be expected by focusing on these points to obtain patients’  understanding.
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