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Abstract

The Contradiction of Faith
—Kierkegaard’s Theory of Christian Faith—

YANAGISAWA Takashi
Division of Philosophical Anthropology, Faculty of Integrated
Cultures and Humanities, University of East Asia

E-mail: yanagi@po.cc.toua-u.ac.jp

In Philosophical Fragments Kierkegaard says faith is given by God. Then, is any ac-
tion on the side of human beings unnecessary in having faith? But this interpretation
can’t be suitable for Kierkegaard as an “existentialist”. Certainly what Kierkegaard
means is not like that. Kierkegaard determinates Christianity by two contradictions:
“the paradox of God-Man” and “the dialectical contradiction that an eternal happiness
is based on the relation to something historical”. The former determination is consid-
ered to be referring to the givenness aspect of faith and the latter to the action of human
beings. Concretely the latter determination means the attempt to maintain the faith
given by God. But it is literally a contradiction. There is no conviction of salvation, but
only succession of doubt. Therefore believers can’t maintain faith in pursuit of salva-
tion. This is perhaps far from our ordinary view of faith. According to our ordinary
view, believers are full of conviction and have rest in faith. But the target of

Kierkegaard’s criticism is exactly such a view of faith.
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