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Abstract

Evolution of the mind
—psychoanalysis of the ancient cannibalism—

UZAWA Kazuhiro
Division of Social Dynamics, Faculty of Integrated Cultures and Humanities,

University of East Asia
E-mail: kuzawa@po.cc.toua-u.ac.jp

SHIMOKAWA Akio
Division of Clinical Psychology, Faculty of Integrated Cultures and Humanities,
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E-mail: akios@po.cc.toua-u.ac.jp

Increasing evidence of cannibalism in fossil hominids has raised the interest of its
motivation: “why did man eat man”. In order to examine the issue, we attempted an
interdisciplinary study between paleo-anthropology and psychoanalysis. As a result
we could suggest the following: (1) in the psychology of modern cannibalism, there
is an intension to assimilate with others by eating the body for their own psychologi-
cal protection, (2) to examine whether the same mentality could also be applied to
fossil hominids, it is necessary to investigate if they had an ability of making meta-
phors which is the base of psychological self-defense system. Although the first mod-
ern Homo sapience that supposed to have the same intelligence as we do appeared in
history some 130,000 years ago, archaeological evidence of metaphors, such as orna-
ments, figurines, wall paintings and engravings, date only back to 30,000 years ago.
In order to further examine the problem of time discrepancy between emergence of
Homo sapience and development of advanced cognitive capabilities, it is indispensa-
ble to accumulate more information about the subsistence and the environmental re-
sources of that time period in detail.
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