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A Study on the Historical Transformation of Structural Forms and
Cultural Reception in Chinese and Japanese Bookbinding

— Focusing on the Bookbinding Forms of the Tang
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Abstract

The Tang—Song period in China and the Heian-Kamakura period in Japan were both
transitional phases in bookbinding history, marked by active cultural exchange. In China,
book formats shifted from scrolls to codex-like structures, producing forms such as jingzhe
zhuang (accordion fold), xuanfeng zhuang (dragon-scale binding), and die zhuang. In Japan,
imported formats became the basis for developing related structures, leading to distinctive
types such as paste-down binding, Thread-leaf binding, and Yamato-toji.

However, most previous studies have examined these formats within single national contexts,
and cross-regional comparisons that address both structural principles and cultural
symbolism remain limited.

This study adopts a cross-regional perspective by focusing on xuanfeng zhuang and
accordion-fold formats as representative examples. By analyzing their morphology,
transmission, and development, it proposes a theoretical framework that identifies shared
structural principles and culturally specific aesthetic elements, aiming to open new
possibilities for traditional bookbinding and contemporary artistic practice.

Key words: Xuanfeng zhuang, Accordion-fold binding, Traditional bookbinding,
Tang-Song period, Heian—-Kamakura period, Cultural reception,

Sino-Japanese comparative studies
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