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Abstract

Killing Animals and Killing Humans

YANAGISAWA Takashi
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Why must we not kill humans? This question is not so easily answered. The nor-
mal answer is like this: “if you were killed, you would be intolerable and so you must
not kill other humans”. But those who dare to ask, “why must we not kill humans”,
question this answer itself. Namely their question is “why must we not kill humans,
even if ] am not willing to be killed?”. This question is the one about morality itself:
“why be moral”. But this question turns out to be almost impossible to answer.

However we mostly observe the rule “must not kill humans”. Most of us don’t kill
other humans. Why is this? There seems to be at least two reasons. One reason is that
man cannot be indifferent to other’s suffering. Murderer gives the victims much suf-
fering. But the murderer also share the suffer he gives and it is of course undesirable
to him. Another reason is that killing humans is breaking murderer’s identity.
Morality is indispensable constituent of identity. Therefore breaking moral rules,
what is worse, committing a murder that is an “unrecoverable” sin results in “unre-
coverable” destruction of identity.

By the way, are these reasons of not killing humans only applicable to killing hu-
mans? I don't think so. These reasons are applicable to killing animals too. In spite
of this, drawing distinction between killing humans and killing animals is totally in-

consistent.
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