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Differences in the Usage of “Benkyou suru”,

“Narau” and “Manabu”
— From the Perspective of Topics in Which They Are Used —
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Xianyang Normal University, China
173037352@qq.com

Abstract

The three Japanese verbs “benkyou suru” (to study), “narau” (to learn), and “manabu” (to
study/learn) share the common meaning of “acquiring something.” Therefore, for Japanese
language learners, merely understanding the meanings of these words is not sufficient to
enable their appropriate usage, resulting in difficulties in distinguishing between them.

This study aims to reduce learners’ cognitive burden by clarifying the appropriate usage
of these words from the perspective of “topics.” Using the Japanese Topic-Oriented
Conversation Corpus (J-TOCC), the topic-based characteristics of each verb were analyzed.
The results revealed the following tendencies:

(D Benkyou suru: used across a wide range of topics, particularly frequent in themes such as
“school”, “dreams and future plans”.
(2 Narau: frequently used in contexts related to “sports”.

(3 Manabu: used across a wide range of topics and is not limited to any specific topic.

Based on the above analysis, it is suggested that in teaching the distinctions
among “benkyou suru”, “narau”, and“manabu”, focusing on the differences in the topics
where each word tends to appear can lead to more practical and less burdensome instruction
for learners.

Keywords: Benkyou suru, Narau, Manabu, Topical features
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