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Abstract

This study investigated the variability in surgical techniques used for neutering cats among
veterinary clinics and veterinarians nationwide. Specifically, it examined the most commonly
employed methods and recent trends in neutering practices by surveying veterinarians
categorized by age, geographic region, and whether differences exist between domesticated
and community cats.

The survey was conducted via a questionnaire, with responses obtained from 114
veterinarians. A key finding was the variation in postoperative scrotal suturing practices: 64%
of respondents indicated that they do not suture scrotal incisions following surgery.

Regional differences were observed, particularly in the Kinki region, where suturing was
more commonly performed compared to the Kanto and Kyushu regions. Additionally, an
increasing number of veterinary clinics have adopted intelligent thermal coagulation for
castration procedures in recent years.

The results also revealed that more than half of the surveyed veterinarians preferred one of
two methods for ligating the spermatic cord: tissue ligation or ligation using electrocautery
or intelligent thermal coagulation (sealing). This trend has been frequently reported in recent
years and may be associated with the rising incidence of suture-reactive granulomas.
Furthermore, the diversity of surgical techniques employed for feline castration—one of the
most commonly performed procedures in primary veterinary practice—underscores the
challenges in standardizing castration protocols through veterinary education.

In Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) cat castration surgeries, the liberation method without scrotal
sutures or the use of absorbable sutures that do not require removal was commonly
implemented. These findings suggest that veterinarians are actively adapting surgical
techniques to address the challenges of postoperative management in difficult-to-handle cats.

Keyword : cat castration, questionnaire, scrotal sutures, veterinary
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