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FEfude no Tabi: From the Obata Family Collection

Shoko Baba

Department of International Studies,
Faculty of Human Sciences,
University of East Asia
E-mail: shaba@toua-u.ac.jp

Abstract:

This is an introduction of the Obata Family Collection: a collection of primary sources
related to the Japanese American artist Chiura Obata. The collection includes Chiura’s own
artworks, handwritten manuscripts and memos, catalogues and records of art exhibitions,
clippings of newspapers and magazines, and lecture notes Chiura prepared for his classes at
the University of California, Berkeley. Among the sources of the collection, this paper focuses
on Efude no Tabi (A Journey of a Paintbrush), which is a journal kept by Chiura during his
steamship travel to emigrate from Japan to the United States and just after his arrival at the
destination.

Keywords: Chiura Obata, The Obata Family Collection, Efude no Tabi, Japanese American
artists
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