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<Abstract>

In Japanese language education, the two synonymous terms “junbi” and “youi” are both
positioned at the Level 3 in the old Japanese Language Proficiency Test and are primarily
introduced in the early intermediate stage. As a result, learners are likely to learn both at the
same time, potentially causing confusion about their usage. Moreover, in dictionary entries,
there are parts where the descriptions of “junbi” and “youi” are circular, so it can be said that
sufficient information about their usage distinctions that Japanese language learners need is
not adequately provided.

In this paper, we used the “Japanese Topic-based Conversation Corpus: J-TOCC” and the
“Tsukuba Web Corpus (TWC)” to reveal the topical and semantic features of “junbi” and
“youi” in order to clarify their usage rules. As a result, firstly, regarding semantic features,
it was revealed that @ “Junbi” is mainly used in noun usage, while “youi” is mainly used in
Sino-Japanese verbal noun usage, @ In noun usage, “junbi’ tends to take event nouns in the
“no-case”,while “youi” tends to take thing nouns in the “no-case” ,and @ In the usage of Sino-
Japanese verbal nouns, both “junbi” and “youi” tend to take thing nouns in the “wo-case”.
Secondly, in terms of topical features, it was revealed that @ “Junbi” is used more frequently
in the topic of “part-time jobs” than “youi”, and @ “Youi” is used in a wide range of topics .

Keywords:
Junbi, Youi, Noun usage, Verb usage, Distinction in usage
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