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Abstract

The expressions “darake/mamire/zukume” are taught as synonymous expressions at
intermediate and advanced levels. They are also commonly tested in the Japanese Language
Proficiency Test (JLPT). However, misuse of these expressions by Japanese language
learners is often observed, indicating that their differentiation is not straightforward.

This paper proposes the introduction of “darake/mamire/zukume” based on the more basic
and elementary level expression “ippai” as a means to address this situation. As a preliminary
step, it analyzes the usage of “ippai” through corpus data and compares it with the usage of
“darake/mamire/zukume”. The results revealed three main points:

@ Regarding the relationship between “ippai” and “darake/mamire/zukume”, the latter
overlaps with some of the diverse sentence patterns of “ippai”, particularly in cases of
“ga ippai’ and “de ippai’”.

@ For expressions co-occurring after “ga ippai” and “de ippai”, expressions like “~ ni naru”
or “~no N” are common, which is similar to “darake/mamire/zukume”.

@ In terms of “evaluative nature”, while “darake” and “mamire” primarily denote negative
connotations and “zukume” implies neutral connotations, both “ga ippai” and “de ippai” can
co-occur with nouns that convey positive, negative, or neutral evaluations, indicating their
versatility.

These results suggest the possibility of introducing “darake/mamire/zukume” based on
“ga ippai’ and “de ippai”.

Keywords:Synonymous Expressions,Ippai,Darake,Mamire,Zukume
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