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A Study on Metaphoric Expressions Related to Livestock

— Taking “horse” and “cow” in Proverbs and Idiomatic
Sentences in Japanese as examples —
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Abstract

Since it was pointed out by Lakoff & Johnson (1980) that metaphors permeate not only
linguistic activities but also all aspects of everyday activities, including thought and behavior,
metaphor research from a cognitive perspective has been active. In recent years, the study of
animal metaphors has attracted much attention. However, most of the animal metaphor
studies have been completed in terms of individual animals, few studies consider the larger
category of domestic animals. There are still many unclear points concerning the systematics
of metaphorical expressions when viewed from the perspective of domestic animals. This
paper explored the relationships among individual domestic animals in the larger category of
domestic animals. By focusing on metaphorical expressions of “horse” and “cow” in Japanese
proverbs and idioms, it examined the relationship exists between these two metaphorical
expressions. As a result, the expression groups with some characteristic meaning were
extracted from the “horse” and “cow” metaphor expressions, and it became clear that there is
a complementary relationship between these groups of expressions. In addition, the results
also shows that metaphorical expressions of “horse” and “cow” tend to focus on certain
characteristics of an animal, such as “superior or inferior” characteristics. One of the reasons
for such tendency, within the scope of this study, is that metaphorical expression is premised
on the opposition between “horse” and “cow” .

Keywords: livestock, horse, cow, metaphor, opposition
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