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The process of social recognition and transformation of sign language
— Analysis of Social Background Focusing on Video Media —

Nishida Akiko
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< abstract >

In this paper, I divide the period of social recognition of sign language into three periods
and analyze changes in recognition of sign language.

Sign language was born and developed in schools for the deaf in the Meiji era, but after
that, education in sign language was prohibited in education for the deaf, and education in
the oral method continued for a long time. Despite deaf people have continued to use sign
language as a means of everyday conversation.

After World War II, video media developed and movies featuring people who could not hear
were made. The word “sign language” came to be used from “hand impersonation.” In
Japanese, it changed from “temane” to “shuwa.” Before long, around the International Year
of Persons with Disabilities, the number of people learning sign language increased again.
This is the first phase.

There was an attitude of learning sign language out of a desire to help people who cannot
hear.

From the 1990s to the 2000s, several television dramas featuring deaf people were broadcast.
This is the second phase. The discriminatory views of sign language as “cool” and “attractive”
have completely changed, and the way people view sign language has changed dramatically.
On the other hand, the facts, and difficulties in life of the deaf were not taken up.

The third phase is the present, continuing from 2022.Multiple TV dramas and movies have
shown the diversity of people with hearing impairments and the lives of people with hearing
impairments, including those around them. In addition, sign language also has various
expressions and diversity, and is transforming to show the problem of “how to deal with
minorities” where people who can hear and people who cannot hear.

(keywords) sign-language, social awareness, cognitive transformation
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