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The supportive function of the sign-language interpreting
and role recognition of the sign-language interpreter
— Based on the interview investigation to the sign-language interpreters —
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< abstract >

In this study, the supportive function of the sign-language interpreting and the experience
of the sign-language interpreter clarify how the role recognition of the sign-language
interpreter changes based on the interview investigation to the sign-language interpreters.
The supportive function of the sign-language interpreting is not only simple language
conversion. They have Reporting support function, Communication support function, and
support function of the welfare. These are overlapping.

On the other hand, the sign language interpreters are not only a supporter, but also
friends to the deaf people. It is not a support/receive relationship, it is a reciprocal
relationship. Because they were learning sign language by deaf people.

When they first started learning sign language, they only wanted to help deaf. But as sign
language interpreters gain more experience, they begin to consider the professional role of
sign language interpreting. Being a supporter and a friend is the specialty of sign language

interpreters working in the community.

(keywords) sign-language interpreters, supportive function, role recognition
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