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Translation of Nagai Kafu’s literature in China

——On the acceptance of Nagai Kafu’s literature from
its translation and publication

LYU Na

Graduate School of Science and Research Department, University of East Asia
School of Foreign Languages, Yan'an University
milky007@163.com

Abstract:

Nagai Kafu is a representative writer of Japanese Aestheticism who left many works. Kafu’s
literature has been constantly read and noticed in Japan. In China, four Chinese translations
of Kafu’s essays and novels were published in 2018 alone. In addition, it is found that a lot of
Kafu’s literature has been translated into Chinese in recent decades. The situation of the
publication is remarkable. Under such circumstances, there is a significant meaning in
studying how his literature is translated in China. Taking the Chinese versions of Kafu’s
literature as the object, this paper investigates and discusses the translation, publication, and
the main translators from then he debuted in the Japanese literary firmament to the present
day.

This paper obtained the Chinese translations of Kafu’s literature, arranged bibliographical
information about the publication, and interviewed the main translator about translation and
publishing. Furthermore, it analyzed the viewpoints of editors and translators in terms of the
preface and afterword. As a result of the research, the process of acceptance of Kafu’s

literature in China and the change in the translator's view of Kafu’s literature were clarified.

Key words: Nagai Kafu, literature, Chinese translations, publishing
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