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The Property of Preposed Object and Transitivity of
Verbs in Chinese

Hiroaki KIMURA

Department of International Studies, Faculty of Human Science, University of East Asia

Abstract

The basic Chinese word order is “S+V+0”, but we can prepose direct object to the position in front of
verbs in some cases. There are several types of the object-preposed structure, and the reference of preposed
element is defferent in each types. I had investigated the transitivity of verbs in the recent studies. I think
that object preposing phenomena are related to the transitivity of verbs. In this paper, I compare the
definiteness of preposed elements in topic sentences ,object-preposed sentences and “ba”structure sentences,
and examine the relationship with the transitivity of verbs.

In §3, I accumulate data of subject sentences (“O+S+V” type: the object is preposed to the head of the
sentence) , object-preposed sentences (“S+O+V” type: the object is preposed to the position in front of the
verb) ,and “ba” structure sentences (“S+ ‘ba’ +O+V” type: the object is preposed to the position in
front of the verb by preposition “ba”) , and investigate the transitivity of verbs in these type of sentences.
As the presupposing tendency, the verbs in subject sentences and object-preposed sentences mainly are
transitive verb, but there are some intransitive verbs in them. All of the verbs in  “ba’structure sentences
are transitive verb. Compering the definiteness in the reference of these preposed, I will analyze the
transitivity of verbs in them, and examine the relationship between with the definiteness of preposed

elements.
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