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The Property of Object-Preposed Structure in Chinese

KIMURA Hiroaki

Department of International Studies, Faculty of Human Science, University of East Asia

Abstract

The basic Chinese word orderis “S+V+0O” , but we can propose direct object to the position in front of
verbs in some cases. There are several types of the object-preposed structure, and the reference of preposed
element is different in each type. I had argued that the reference of these preposed object relates to the
definiteness of noun phrases in the past studies. In this paper, I judge the eligibility of the sentences by
investigating transitivity of verbs, and examine classification of verbs. Furthermore, I investigate the
relationships of discourse phenomena like topicalization and syntactic/semantic concept like the transitivity
of verbs.

In §3, I accumulate data of topic sentences ( “O+S+V” type: the object is preposed to the head of the
sentence), object-preposed sentences( “S+O+V” type: the object is preposed to the position in front of the
verb),and “ba” structure sentences (“S+ ‘ba’ +O+V” type: the object is preposed to the position in front
of the verb by preposition “ba”) , and investigate the transitivity of verbs in these types of sentences. As
the presupposing tendency, the verbs in topic sentences and object-preposed sentences are mainly transitive
verb, but there are some intransitive verbs in them. All of the verbsin ~ “ba” structure sentences are transitive
verb. Compering the transitivity of these types of sentences, the transitivity of verbs of the former two types
of sentences is higher than the latter type of sentences in the result. I will analyze the method of categorizing

verbs by the transitivity of verbs in future studies.
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