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Abstract

Important Laws and Regulations
relationg to the ‘Entjudung of Economy’
in the Third Reich
(1)

YAMAMOTO Tatsuo
Division of the Comparative Culture, Faculty of Integrated Cultures and Humanities,
University of East Asia

E-mail: yamamoto@po.cc.toua-u.ac.jp

‘Entjudung of economy’ is the term used to describe the elimination of Jews from
economic activities during the Third Reich. The driving out of Jews from the economy
spontaneously began to occur after the ‘Machtergreifung’ (the Nazi's coming into
power) in January, 1933, though it was rather disorderly. However, by late 1937 the
government began to officially promote this practice by turning it into state policy.

As state policy, ‘Entjudung of economy’ was carried out using one of the following
two methods: the closing or liquidation of Jewish firms, or the transferring of their
ownership to Germans (Arisierung/Aryanization). The implementation of this policy
had many ramification on Jewish society and economy. Many organizations and insti-
tutions in the Third Reich participated in this policy, thereby determining the business
and destiny of the Jews. It was through laws and regulations issued by the Nazi govern-
ment that they made decisions for each ‘Entjudung’cace..

Not all these laws and regulations were announced publicly, however. Indeed,
some were promulgated in the ‘Reich-Gazette’ (Reichsgesetzblatt) or the ‘Gazette for
the Ministry of the Interior’ (Reichsgesetzblatt fiir die Innere Verwaltung), but it was
the enforcement ordinances of which the masses were unaware, such as unpublished
orders and secret memorandums, which substantially described the procedures of
‘Entjudung’ policy. Therefore, the analysis of these documents is essential to under-
standing the logistics of the ‘Entjudung of economy’ as a process.

Texts quoted here are from among those documents mentioned above, thus they are
part of the laws and regulations relating to the ‘Entjudung of economy.’ Many of these
important documents are from German archives and have been introduced to Japan for

the first time.
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