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Abstract

Sophocles'Tragedy Oedipus Tyrannus has been variously evaluated and appreciated since
Aristotle. In this tragedy some found the human incompetency in front of metaphysical God, and
others the relationship between politics and the man.

The analysis of drama-plots is not intended in this article. Instead, human paradigms described
in Oedipus'deeds and words exaggeratedly in this drama are to be considered. Hints are included
in his name Oedipus, as it could have dual meanings ‘crooked feet’ and ‘T saw (my) feet. They
enables us to have an awareness that our wisdom should be valid but limited.

Human recognition is firstly based on sense data. Although it is a clear fact that sense data
should contain some kinds of errors, we often forget it. The grotesque case of Oedipus is a
typical one. Our knowledge could be gradually deepened as we come to know more, but the
overconfidence of knowledge would be replaced with arrogance. The possibility of degradation
is anytime and anywhere around us. Oedipus was a wise man who could solve the enigma of
Sphinx by his own wisdom. But even his wisdom which was founded on his foot was completely
collapsed by the arrogance slipped through the anger.

The human paradigms we should pick up in this drama are: that the awareness of knowledge
should have the limited boundary by way of self-research as the Greek maxim “Know Thyself”
says, and that the self-research should be done repeatedly in reasonable calmness as “Not Too
Much” prohibits.




