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Epistemology of Heraclitus

GOTO Jun
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Abstract

In this article the epistemology of Heraclitus is discussed. We are to understand that his
epistemology consists in the cosmological worldview.

Heraclitus set the human soul (wuxn) as the subject of recognition. As the soul has the same
material quality as the fire (ndp) the cosmological substance, its conditional changes are due to
those of fire. He guaranteed the deepening of the human ability of recognition, though our soul is to be
restricted by its material character.

As for ‘to recognize something’ , the content-level changes itself according to the aspects of
recognizing ‘what it is’ . He expressed this by using these verbs, dokEw, YIYV®OK®W and PPOVEW.
The verbal usage means that the level of recognition is changeable between the lower and the upper,
that is, between ‘to get the shallow information about the object and ‘to consider the hidden
meaning of the identity of opposites . The highest is to recognize ‘All is One’

His saying ‘All is One’ is to connect Many with One, and is counted as one of the first
suggestions concerning to the problem between ‘One and Many in the history of epistemology.
From his point of view, all (=many) is one because all things are from one ever-living fire. When
the material quality of our soul is almost similar to that of fire, that is, when the level of recognition
is @povEW, we can penetrate the many only to get the wisdom ‘All is One’ . In fragment 101 he said
“T searched myself” . He blamed many people for their ways of recognition. We could take this

fragment for his declaration to reach the wisdom.
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