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Cultivating Practical Teaching Skills in the
"Study of Moral Education" as Part of the Teaching
Certificate Program Curriculum
—A Case Study of "Inspirational Moral Education"
at K Elementary School in S City—

MIYAMA Midori

Faculty of Human Sciences, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of East Asia,
2-1, Ichinomiyagakuen-cho, Shimonoseki-city, Yamaguchi751-0807, Japan.

The purpose of this paper is to suggest ways of enhancing the practical teaching skills of students
taking the "Study of Moral Education" as part of the teacher certification program, by analyzing actual
case studies.

At present, "Moral Education” classes at elementary and secondary schools in Japan are taught for 35
weeks a year. The principle of "Moral Education”, as it is currently taught at these schools, is that it
should be integrated throughout the entire school curriculum. Therefore, teachers must always consider
how "Moral Education” classes are interconnected with other fields. such as each individual subjects,
"Special Activities",and "Integrated Lessons".

This study demonstrates how this principle is actually achieved, through an analysis of "Inspirational
Moral Education” taught at K Elementary School in S City. At the beginning of the school year, teachers
create the Annual Moral Education Teaching Plan in a way that clearly illustrates how the content of
"Moral Education" is connected with that of other subjects, "Special Activities", and "Integrated
Lessons" in this school. Moreover, teachers modify how they approach the teaching materials throughout
the course of the year, depending on the specific situation and their pupils' progress.

We can apply several lessons learnt from this case study to the instruction of practical teaching skills
for students at a university. First, in order to cultivate students' practical teaching skills, it is important to
help students visualize how "Moral Education” classes progress parallel with other subjects, "Special
Activities", and "Integrated Lessons” through the use of diagram and charts. Second, it is also crucial to
train students in how to take different approaches to the teaching of "Moral Education” depending on the

pupils’ current abilities and specific situation.
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