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Abstract

The Theory of Souls and Demons:
the Ritual to Worship the Ancestral
Spirit in the Ancient Chinese People

HUANG Xiaofen

Division of the History of Civilization, Faculty of Integrated Cultures and Humanities,
University of East Asia
E-mail: xiaofen@po.cc.toua-u.ac.jp

We wonder who created us, why we are to be mortal, what is more after the death
where we will be living. These are the questions we time after time ask ourselves re-
gardless of the times. Scientific thoughts and examinations have brought about a lot
of results to these mysterious fields; nonetheless there still exist not a few questions to
be searched for.

In this paper, by making the full use of archaeological evidences, I'd like to pursue
the thought of souls and demons that have deprived from the view on the world in the
ancient Chinese people, in addition, the thought based on the ritual to worship the
Ancestral Spirit. ‘

It is to be surprised that the idea of the Ancestral Spirit in the ancient Chinese peo-
ple is full of imaginations. Above all the thought of the soul’s immortality is vividly
presented with the emphasis on the link of the people this world with those of the past
and the next.

In the Pan-worldly phenomena of the ritual to worship the Ancestral Spirit, I
pointed out the thought of Souls and Demons is typical to the Chinese Culture.
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