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Ryokan’s Requiem
Now Showing its backside*
And now upside*

A tinted leaf went falling down.

* Pronounce these words with accent on

the second syllable.
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Ambition — I’ve not any,

But as cloud and air I'm f{ree,
For I've a bagful of rice
And armful of fagot to hand.
Who cares for self aud pelf?
Who cares for tallied or not?
Of a rainy night 1 Ilie,

With legs astride, in my cot.
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“O shame!” says a sternest voice.
“What made you quit your home?”

Bet your robe and tell me what.”

“Ye pardon me,” begs a voice.

“I'm sinner, coward, and things.”
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Day and night I say
In my cot bethatched
‘O Mitdbha-Mitdbha !’

Praising the Holy name.
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A moron, I guess, I'm lucky enough
To {fully share Mitdbha's pledgéd grace.
O happy, happy I’'m indeed!
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The sky was blue and clear

with wild ducks honking high,
The hills were windy and bare

with tinted leaves off in whirls,
I trailéd home at dusk

With empty bowl up in hands.
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Just through with begging in town
Got home with heavy bag
To find nowhere my cot

o’er th’

Because ot clouds ot.
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Bent on gathering
Roadside violets

I forgot my bowl*
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Dearest bowl behind!
* The mendicant’s iron bowl for alms.
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A good - for - nothing I
Could live an idle life,
Could pinch moxa for drinks,

Could play chess in closing days.
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Make poems, shall I?

Play handball, shall I7?

Or on a picnic, shall T go?

I know not which to choose indeed.
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Abed with legs bestretched
in my cot uphill,

O how I like to hear
the froggies croak

In th’ rice paddies far and

near these days!
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I meannt to shun
the folk all o'er,

But choose to live and play
my lease of life

Alone — yea, all alone

in my cot.

XL XL
ISVA A

X L] X L]

€93



X ] x £

| XL X L] X

| XX L]
- (m)
[T SN D!
=B TR s T S N S Q7))
XN R VP I

b N 3T oA b A b b

Like limpid streaks of brook
Among the rocks hillside
I live, go by, through life,

ne’er hitting dirt on th’ way.
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With cool the fall is come ;

The ducks fly honking south ;
With bowl and in robe I start
Downhill along the trail

Through daisies” balmy scent

To dale and sight so fine.

Ne’er be a rock and stay

At a* scene in life

Till th’ hair turns shaggy grey.
For life could change with scenes.

* Pronounce this @« as ¢ accented and stressed.
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A Poem on Lipei
There came to stop and sleep
The vernal wind that’d Walked
With me o’er grasses green.
On coming back I sat
At desk to fall asleep,

When, called on by th’ host, 1 soon
Began to make a poem
To put on his picture of

Lipei  well lit and asleep.
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RYOKAN’S REQUIEM, ETC.
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- RYOKAN'S REQUIEM, ETC,

Kite is kite, sparrow’s sparrow, eglet's eaglet, crow
is crow.

What for do they stare at you and me?
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How could I bring up {folks?
I shed my tears for religion—

For th’ good of all the souls.
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Dropping tears on tears,

Late at night, in both hands

How 1 wept and wept for folks

On the face of all the earth!
(Rydkan)
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_RYOKAN'S REQUIEM, ETC.
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O stand and stare just now
At seven huéd sainbow there
As spannéd cold o'er thex dale
Between the snowéd foggy peaks!

* Pronounce this as th’ with its ¢ quite obscured.
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