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(1) Charlotte Bronté DIBA

An important element in Charlotte Bronté’s religious philosophy,
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consistent with attachment to the Church of England, but not necessarily
indicating any marked degree of orthodoxy, kwas her hatred of hypocrisy. (2)
' ' (Bronte’s Religion p48)
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We entered the quiet and humble temple; the priest waited in his
white surplice at the lowly altar, the clerk beside him. All waé still:
two shadows only moved in a remote corner. (Jane Eyre Chapier 26)
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----- -where a kneeling angel guarded the remains of Damber de
Rochester, slain at Marston Moor in the time of the civil wars, and of
Elizabeth, his wife. ' (ibid)

Our place was taken at the communion rails...... Hé paused as the
custom is. When is the pause after that sentence ever broken by reply?
Not, perhaps, once in a hundred years. And the clergyman, who had not
lifted his eyes from his book... his lips unclosed to ask, “Wilt thou havel
this woman for thy wife?” when a distinct and near voice said--

“The marriage cannot go on:..” (ibid)
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“The marriage cannot go on.”
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It was three otlock: the church bell :tolled as [ passed under the. belfryn—f;he
charm of the hour lay in its approaching dimness, in the low-gliding and
pale—beaming sun. I was a mile from Thornfield, in a lane noted for
wild roses in summer, for nuts and blackberries in hips and haws, but
whose best winter delight lay in its utter solitude and reafless repose.
‘ (Chapter 12)
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There are thus two strands in Charlétte's position which are vital.
She has a strong attachment to virtue which results in a wish to see the
wicked suffer and the righteous prosper, but fighting against this feeling
she has a strong reluctance to lay down strict rules for salvation and

feels hostile to those who do. (3)
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Roman Chatholicism lays down strict rules for salvation, but these
rules appear to have no connection with morality; for this reason,
although Charlotte is not prepared to dismiss all Roman Catholics as bad,
she says that Roman Catholicism beats Methodism, Dissenterism, Quakerism

for folly.”(4)
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The more solitary, the more friendless, the more unsustained, I am,
the more I will respect myself. 1 will keep the law given by God,
sanctioned by man. : ‘ (Chapter 27)
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Laws and principles are not for the times when there is no tempta-

tion. (.Chapter 27)
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“She is all here: her he;art too. God bless you, sir! I am glad

to be so near yoh again.” (Chapter 37)
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Why then did she not state more vigorously that sufferiﬂg aﬁd self-

 sacrifice brought salvation in the next world? (5)
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It was an important-looking village, with a fine old church and large

churchyard in the heart of it. (Silas Marnen Chapter 1)
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“l was sore stricken. I can say nothing. God will clear me”
(ibid) -
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Poor Silas went out with that despair in his soul that shaken trust "

in God and men. : (ibid)
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The sight of the empty hole made his heart leap violently.

v (Chapter ' V)
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The inhabitants of Raveloe were not severely regular in their
church going. ‘ . ' (Chapter YX)
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This good. wholesome woman could 'hardly fail> to have her mind drawn
strongly towards Silas Marner. (ibid)
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“But you didnt hear the church bells this morning? ” (ibid)
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“But  what a’pity it is you should work of a Sunday, and not clean
yourself--if you didn't go to church; for if youd roasting bit, it might
be as you couldnt leave it, being a lone man.;....... if you was to go to
church, youd be a deal the better. (ibid) -
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he couldn’t help feeling relieved when she was gone-- relieved that
he might weave again and moan at his ease. (ibid)
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God rest you merry gentlemen,

Lét nothing you dismay.
For Jesus Christ our Saviour
Was born on Christmas Day. (ibid)
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“It’s never too late” (ibid)
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there was no word in it that could rouse a memory of what he Had
known as religion. ]
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Thank you--thank you kindly.
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The foundation of human love and of faith in a divine love had not
yet beer; unlocked and his soul was still the shrunken ribulet. (ibid)
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It was a brigth autumn Sunday, sixteen years after Silas Marner
had found his new treasure on the hearth. The bells of the old Raveloe
church were ringing the cheerful peal which told that the morning service
was gnded; and out of the arched doorway in the t(;wer came slowly,
retarded by friendly greetings, and questions, the richer parishioners who
had chosen this bright Sunday morning as eligible for church-going. It was
the rural fashion of that time for the more important members of the congregation
to depart first, while their humbler néighbours waited and looked on,
stroking their bent heads or dropping their curtesies to any large rate-

payer who turned to notice them. (ChapterXVI)
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The thought of the money he would get by his actual work could
bring no joy, for its meagre image ‘was crushed by the sudden blow, for
his imagination to dwell on the growth of a new hoard from that small

beginning. (Chapter X)
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the fingers lost their tension, the arms unbent; then the little head
fell away from the bosom, and the blue eyes opened wide on the cold
starlight. . ‘ (Chaptex“ XI11D)

But where was Silas Marner while this strange visitor had come to
his hearth? He was in the cottagev, but he did not see the child. (ibid)
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Marner took her on his lap, trembling with an emotion mysterious to
himself, at something uﬂknown dawning on.his life. Thought and feeling
were so confused within him, that if hé had tried to give them utterance,

he could only have said that the child was come instead of the gold--that

the gold had turned into the child. . (Chapter XIV)
“But shell be my little un] said Marner, rather hastily. She’ll
be nobody else’s’ “We called her Eppie; said Silas. (ibid)
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“I’ll not accuse you. I’ll not accuse anybody.”  (Chapter VII)
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“I’ll not accuse you. I’ll not accuse anybody. (ibid)
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“Well, yes, Master Marner.” said Dolly, who sat with a placid

listening face, now bordered by grey hairs; “I doubt it may. It's the
will o’ Them above as a many things should be dark to us; buf there’s
some things as I've never felt i’ the dark about, and theyTre mostly what
comes i’ the day’s work. You were hard done by that once, Master
Marner, and it seems as you’ll never know the rights of it, but that

doesn’t hinder there being a rights, Master Marner, for all it's dark to
you and me.” ‘ (Chapter XX)
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