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Time is a universal, non-linguistic concept with three divisions: past, present, and fu-
ture; by tense we understand the correspondence between the form of the verb and our
concept of time.D
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(1) She walks to work.
(2) I start work next week.
(3) It’s time we had a holiday.

(4) T wondered if you'd look after my dog while I go shopping.?
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The historic present describes the past as if it is happening now: it conveys something of

the dramatic immediacy of an eye-witness account.®
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(5) I couldn’t believe it! Just as we arrived, up comes Ben and slaps me on the back as

if we're life-long friends. ‘Come on, old pal,” he says. ‘Let me buy you a drink! I'm
telling you, I nearly fainted on the spot.”
(6) Last week I 'm in the sitting-room with my wife, when this chap next door staggers

past and in a drunken fit throws a brick through our window.®

(7)) “Why are you running?” the harsh voice asked. His Danish was very poor. Three
years, Annemarie thought with contempt. Three years they’ve been in our country,

and still they can’t speak our language. (Stars, 3)
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(8) He just walks into the room and sits down in front of the fire without saying a word

to anyone.!®
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(9) @ The following are cases from motorcycle accident files at the University of

Southern California.

While passing cars, a motorcyclist strikes a vehicle making a left turn. The rider
bounces off the car and is thrown head first into a curb. His helmet suffers damage
to the left front area, but the rider receives only a head cut and a mild concussion.

Another rider brakes hard to avoid a car which turns in front of him, skids, and

slides under the vehicle. Ie is trapped and dragged before the car can stop. The back
of his helmet receives abrasions, and the face shield is scratched and dented, but the
rider suffers only a cut on his eyebrow and some broken teeth. A third rider,
stopped at a traffic signal, is rear-ended by a car. He falls in front of the car, but the
car cannot stop in time and runs over the rider’s head. He receives facial injuries and

concussion; @ if he wasn’t wearing his helmet, he'd probably be dead. (AFN, 12-14)
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(10) On @ Saturday, August 5th, Steven Danielson watches his 12-year-old son David

play goalkeeper for his soccer team. Ed Perry drinks with friends at a local bar.
After the game, Steven and David say goodbye to the team. After a few rounds, Ed

Perry says goodbye to his friends. The Danielsons drive westbound on Route 2. Ed

Perry sideswipes their car. The Danielsons spin across the undivided highway and
collide head-on with a six-wheel truck. Steven and David Danielson are killed. Ed
Perry is uninjured.

@The preceding story actually took place in Concord, Massachusetts. Only the
name of the drunk driver was changed. (AFN, 24-26)
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(11) The plaque was signed by Neil Armstrong, the rest of the Apollo 11 crew, and the
President of the United States. It reads: HERE MEN FROM THE PLANET EARTH
FIRST SET FOOT UPON THE MOON. JULY 1969 A.D. WE CAME IN PEACE
FOR ALL MANKIND. (Spectrum, 84)

(12) The other day I read a book, and in it a boy from India says all the world should
unite. (Unicorn I, 63)

(13) Some of my students were upset when characters in the novel tell Atticus’s children
that their father is a “nigger lover.” (RD, June 2003, 111)

(14) “On the evening of my lecture,” writes Dr. Wambach, “she had hurried home be-

cause she had a journalism assignment due to the next day. . .(#&)”(Spectrum, 31)
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(15) February 11, 2003 Hong Kong media report a mystery pneumonia-like virus
sweeping through neighbouring Guangdong province, China, infecting 305 people
and killing six.

February 21 One of those infected is Dr Liu Jianlun, a nephrology specialist at
one of Guangzhou’s premier hospitals. He travels to Hong Kong for a relative’s wed-

ding. There he checks into a hotel and, perhaps sneezing in a lift or the lobby, infects

seven other people, setting off a series of outbreaks in Hong Kong and elsewhere
around the world.

February 22  Jianlun goes to Kwong Wah Hospital suffering from a virulent
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disease and dies a few days later.
March 12 The world Health Organisation issues a global alert about the mystery

disease after one of its experts based in Hanoi, Dr Carlo Urbani, attends to business-

man infected by Jianlun at the Hong Kong hotel before travelling to Vietnam. (RD,
June 2003, 44-45)
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FOWUKEOMETH Y, BHHE-H 5 & CEEDOEBENRL TV 5, DROILOEE,
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(16) Dr Eugene Wu checks messages well-wishers have sent to hospital staff. (RD, June
2003, 47)
(17) Ang Lee’s wife, Jane Lin, gives the absent-minded director much-needed stability.

(RD, June 2003, 53)

B (16) Tid. B3 checks (3. EBRIIBEOHRKE T, % LT have sent 3ERE L.
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(18) In happier times - Gabriella and Stephen Rae shared much in common before they

fell apart. (RD, June 2002, 113)
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