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A Study of 0.F.Bollnow’s Theory of

Religious Characteristic

Baiko Jo Gakuin College
* Yoshiyuki Hirooka

The purpose of the present paper is to grasp the theory of
religious characteristic which lies in the basis of wide-ranging
philosophical anthropology by O.F.Bollnow. In my opinion, when we
discuss the religious characteristic of Bollnow’s thought, we should
take notice of the following two points at issue. First, we try to
explicate the religious characteristic of O.F.Bollnow’s thought which is
founded on the Christian existentialism, in this paper.The distinguished
feature of the above-stated Bollnow’s thought means that “an
- encounter” (die Begegnung) or“an awakening”(das FErwachen) 1is
necessarily accompanied by “sharp pain” (die
Schmerzhaftigkeit) or“power of resistance” (die Widerstand der Sache).
And after learning by such experience, man can become essential and
complete human-beings. Then we consider the second side of Bollnow’s
religious feature which is found in the expression of the trial of
overcoming the existentialism. Bollnow believes that the meaning of
“Neue Geborgenheit” or “der getroste Mut” can be ihquired only in this
domain. In other words, Bollnow thinks that there is the so called
universal “Seinsvertrauen” (being-confidence) which exists before giving
any particular religious interpretatin.
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