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I dreamed that I was dead.
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the fear of bright lights going out, leaving him alone in an island

of dark surrounded by the gentle lapping of strange tootsteps.
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I thought that T'd been bead. It wasn’t like sleep at all. Or rest in
peace. There was someone there, all round me, who knew every-

thing. Every girl I'd ever had. Even that young one who hadn’t

understood.

- abridged —— Even the money I'd taken from

mother. I don't call that stealing. It's in the family. I never had a

chance to explain. Even the thoughts I'd had. A man can’t help his

thoughts.
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And I saw what was coming to me too. I can't bear being
hurt. It wasn’t fair. And I wanted to faint and I couldn't, be-

cause [ was dead.
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one's dead there’s no unconsciousness any more for ever>/*fé:l«\50)'(“5>%>o
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when at breakfast his mother said, “I hear you have a cold,

Francis,” he made.light of it. “We should have heard more
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about it,” his mother said with irony, “if there was not a party
this evening,” and Francis smiled uneasily, amazed and daunt-

ed by her ignorance of him.
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He would answer : “You can say I'm ill. I won't go. ’I'm afraid
of the dark.” And his mother : “Don’t be silly. You know there's
nothing to be afraid of in the dark.” But he knew the falsity of
that reasoning ; he knew how they taught also that there was

nothing to fear in death, and how fearfully they avoided the idea

of it
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he couldn't bring himself to lay bare his last secrets and end

reserve between his mother and himself
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All that he could say now, still in the precise tone which other
children hated, thinking it a symbol of conceit, was, “I
think T had better not play.” He stood motionless, retaining,

though afraid, unmoved features.
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Slx children began to sing, ‘Cowardv cowardy custard, " turn-
ing torturing faces with the vacancy of wide sunflowers towards

Francis Morton.
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he advanced steadily across the hall, very small, towards her
enormous bulk. — abridged— With his strained face lifted
towards the curve of her breasts, and his poh'té set speech, he

was like an old withered man.
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he was the elder, by a matter of minutes, and that brief extra
interval of light, while his brother still struggled in pain and
darkness,had given him self-reliance and an instinct of protec-

tion towards the other who was afraid of so many things.
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Peter watched his brother and saw, as he had expected, the
lips tighten. Francis, he knew, had feared this moment from
the .beginning of the party, had tried to meet it with courage
and had abandoned the attempt. He must have prayed desper—

ately for cunning to evade the game,
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To Peter Morton the whole room seemed suddenly to darken,

and he had the impression of a great bird swooping.
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and again, the reflection of an image in another’'s mind, he saw

a.great bird darken his brother's face with its wings.
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" But the knowledge of his terror, or the reflection of the terror
itself, reached his brother’s brain. For the moment, Peter
Morton could have cried aloud with the fear of bright lights going

" out,
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He could experience the whole progress of his brother’s
emotion, . from the leap of panic at the unexpeéted contact to
the steady pulse of fear, which now went on and on with the

regularity of a heart-beat.
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For the moment, Peter Morton could have cried aloud with the
fear of bright lights going out, —abridged— "Then he

remembered that the-fear was not his own, but his brother’s.
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To address Peter was to speak to his own image in. a mirror,
an image a little altered by a flaw in the glass, so as to throw
back less a likeness of what he was than of what he wished to

be.
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ZOEITELTL BEIOEGEPDT —<13 Francis LE->TELSNTVAE
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