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The idea, reduced to its essence, is that of a young person conscious
of a great capacity for life, but early stricken and doomed, condem-
ned to die under short respite, while also enamoured of the world;
aware moreover of the condemnation.and passionately desiring to
“put in” before extinction as many of the finer vibrations as
possible, and so achieve, however briefly and brokenly, the sense of

having lived.?
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It makes me ask myself if I've any right to personal happiness, any
right but to be rich and overflowing, as smart and shining, as I can

be.!®
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For she(Mrs. Stringham) now saw that the great thing she had
brought away was precisely a conviction that the future wés n't to
exist for her princess(Milly) in the form of any sharp or simple
releaée from the human predicament. It wouldn’t be for her a
question of a flyig leap and thereby of a quick escape. It Wouldy be
a question of taking full in the face the whole assault of life, the
general muster of which indeed her face might have been directly

presented as she sat there on her rock.'®
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The face of a young woman, all splendidly drawn, down to the
hands, and splendidly dressed; a face almost vivid in hue, yet
handsome in-sadness and crowned with a mass of hair, rolled back
and high, that must, before fading with time, have had a family
resemblance to her own. The lady in question at all events, with her
slightly Michael-angelesque squareness, her eyes of other days, her
full lips, her long neck, her recorded jewels, her brocaded and
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wasted reds, was a very great personage-only unaccompanied by a

joy.*
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“We're of no use to you it’s decent to tell y’ou. You'd be of us to us,
" but that’s a different matter. My honest advice to you would be...
to drop us while you can...Therefore you’re under no obligation.
You won’t want us next year; we shall only continue to want you....

Oh you may very well loathe me yet 729
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“Because you're a dove.” With which she felt herself ever so
delicately, so considerately, embraced; not with familiarity or as a
liberty taken, but almost ceremonially and in the manner of an
accolade; partly as if, though.a dove who could perch on a finger,
one were also a f)rincess with whom forms were to be observed.It
even came to her, through the touch of her companion’s lips, that
this form, this cool pressure, fairly sealed the sense of what Kate
had just said. It was moreover, for the girl, like an inspiration: she
found herself accepting as the right one, while she caught her breth
with relief, the name so given her.3?
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“Ah do let me try myself ! I assure you see my way so don’t spoil
it: wait for me and give me time. Dear man...only believe in me, and
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it will be beautiful.”?®
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She looked at him now a moment as for the selfish gladness of their
young imminities. It was all they had together, but they had it at
least without a flaw-each had the beauty, the physical felicity, the
personal virtue, love and desire of the other. Yet it was as if that
very consciousness threw them back the next moment into pity for
the poor girl who had everything else in the world, the great genial

good they, alas, didn’t have, but failed on the other hand of this.*”
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”"She (Milly) wanted you. She would have taken from you what
you could give her and been glad of it, even if she had known it
false. You might have lied to her from pity, and she have seen you
and felt you lie, and yet since it was all for tenderness she would
have thanked you and blessed you and clung to you but the more.
For that was your strength, my dear man that she loves you with

passion.*”
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“I used to call her in my stupidity for want of anything better a
dove. Well she stretched out her wings, and it was to that they

reached. They cover us.”®?
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