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In the depths of every heart, there is a tomb and a dungeon, though
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Brown is the representative Puritan who must go through the basic
human encounter with evil * * < < It is the unavoidable crisis in human
maturation. We are given here, in other words, not the tragedy of a man .
who has chosen to look at evil, but the destruction of a mén whose Puritan
faith is unequal to the inevitable encounter with evil * * * In him we see
the helplessness of Puritan faith to deal successfully with the universality
of evil. What Hawthorne is saying is that to those who insist, as do the
Puritans that the world be seen as-black and white, blackness is the vision

that will prevail. The fault is with the Puritan view of life, not with the

strength of the hero.®®
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A REFBRCME S A ExFERICLTVW S EBbh b,
Hawthorne D { The Scarlet Letter D1THATD & = — V) & v icbDORFE
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