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My love for Linton is like the foliage in the woods......
My love for Heathcliff resembles the eternal rocks beneath:
(Wuthering Heights Chapter I1X)
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this suppositién would account for a common quality of wildness that,
notwithstanding their differences, characteristic all the Earnshaw family—

Hindley and Hareton as well as Catherine—and outside that family is

found only in Heatchliff.®

(©) Heathcliff 2{(V\5ZICDVT
I found they had christened him “Heathcliff”’; it was the name of a son
who died in childhood, and it has served him ever since, both for Christian
and surname.’ : - (Chapter IV)
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the story itself is as full of sheer improbabilities—not to say impos-

sibilities ...... o

Here it is, as told by Nelly Dean to Lockwood:
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‘Oné fine summer morning—it was the beginning of harvest, I remember
Mr. Earnshaw, the old master, came downstairs, dressed for a journey;
and after he had told Joseph what was to be done during the day he turned
to Hindley, and Cathy, and me—for I sat eating my porridge with them—
and he said, speaking to his son—‘Now, my bonny man, I’m going to
Liverpool to-day, what shall I bring you? You may choose what you like:
only let it be little, for I shall walk there and back: sixty miles each way,
that is a long spell/’......... (Chapter 1V)

(LUFEE$)

%1 T Dingle GORBRRBEZADIDFY —DEOHT, &5
&L fg\;\é‘&“)ﬁxD,ﬁ improbabilities % H1T 5 7s BT,

TV e —REIBEDOEATH LD, ICLOFHTHLEDINEYL
EXTDER, hb&h¥, VA7 AELHNTEOIRFEE LY, NED
BB EE 2E BRPITLRECHFEROLTHERETLUob L
7T &ETHB,

‘the beginning of harvest’ was probably the most unlikelyk time at which

a farmer would prolong his absence needlessly.?
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the one that Nelly Dean remembers after thirty. years is the request
that his children’s choice of presents shall not be heavy ones, because he
" would have to carry them a long way...®
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_ he takeshis great coat’ all the long journey, although it is summer.”
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a farmer, to whom horse-riding must have been second nature, and
whose well-filled stables are brought to our notice, was choosing to walk a
distance of 120 miles. Why?® ;
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“And at the end of it, to be flighted to death” he said, opening his
great coat, which he held bundled up in his arms, “See here, wife; I was
never so beaten with anything in my life; but you must €’en take it as a
gift of God, though it’s as dark almost as if it came from the devil.”

(Chapter IV)
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Even the incidental aspects of the affair seem to have chosen to give it
the maximum improbability.?.
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‘he took to Heathcliff strangely’ (Chapter IV)
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my mistress grumbled herself calm: (ibid.)
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the point is that the agent is always at hand when the main course of fhe

story needs him or it, and, the necessary function having been performed,

is forthwith annihilated.l®
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To this there is one exception—the advent of Heathcliff. That is told

with a wealth of inessential detail found nowhere else in the book,!
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It seems to me impossible to explain the appearance of this story in such
a book without supposing that Emily Bronté had a véry particular motive
in introducing it, and I can see non other than that of telling us, in the
manner she considered most appropriate in the circumstances, that Heath-

cliff was Earnshaw’s son.!2
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What I would suggest is that—through, perhaps some natural shyness
coupled with her interpretation, at least of the attitude of the public at that
time to real or imagined indelicacy in sexual references— she thought it
best to express the fact of Heathcliff’s origin in a manner which, without
offending susceptibilities, wollld make her meaning so clear that no one

could mistake 1t.13
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I think she would have been astounded beyond measure to know that
after more than a hundred years of copious detailed criticism, both expert
and amateur, her utterly incredible story would have been almost universal-

ly accepted at face value.l9
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- she herself stéod outside and recorded their activities without censure or
praise, portraying but not judging.! ‘
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before ascribing any feature of the work to her natural, spontaneous

impulses, that it was not introduced in order to satisfy external require-

" ments.1®
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we can fairly infer that qualities common to all characters or absent from
all characters denote qualities that belonged to or were lacking in her own
mind.1?
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It is impossible for you to be my friend and his at the same time.

(chapter X)
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Mathematical symbols can make a virtue of their properties and com-
pose a highly interesting calculus: human beings, alas, when they are
such as these cannot reach harmony until they are sleepers in the quiet
earth.1® )
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There is no moralising, no generalising, no invitation to pronounce a
judgment of positive, direct presentation of a natural situation working
itself out in its own inevitable way.19
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she is preeminently interested in individual persons, and only secondarily
in thing and general influences.2?
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Wauthering Heights is an incarnation of a tremendously powerful and
sombre natural force, under whose direction the human characters move

like unreal phantoms to an end over which they, like their creator, have no

" control.22
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This has been taken to imply an indissoluble kinship between Cathy and
Heath, but Wuthering Heights, her home, that she chould not leave, and

wherever it had been situated, it was her home that would have drawn
her back.2®
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