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And obscure as that heaven of the Jews,
Thy guerdon...Accolade thou dost bestow
Of anonymity time cannot raise:

Vibrant reprieve and pardon thou dost show.

O harp and altar, of the fury fused,

(How could mere toil align thy choiring strings!)
Terrific threshold of the prophet’s pledge,
Prayer of pariah, and the lover’s cry,—

- Again the traffic lights that skim thy swift
Unfractioned idiom, immaculate sigh of stars,
Beding thy path—condense eternity:

And we have seen night lifted iri thine arms.

Under thy shadow by the piers I waited;
Only in darkness is thy shadow clear.
The City’s fiery parcels all undone,

Already snow submerges an iron year. ...
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O Sleepless as the river under thee,
Vaulting the sea, the prairies’ dreaming sod,
Unto us lowliest sometime sweep, descend
And of the curveship lend a myth to God.1®
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From gulf unfolding, terrible of drums,
Tall Vision-of-the~Voyage, tensely spare—
Bridge, lifting night to cycloramic crest
Of deepest day—O Choir, translating time
Iﬁto what multitudinous Verb the suns
And synergy of waters ever fuse, recast
In myriad syllables,—Psalm of Cathay!

O Love, thy white, pervasive Paradigm...!

We left the haven hanging in the night—

Sheened harbor lanterns backward fled the keel.
Pacific here at time’s end, bearing corn,—

Eyes stammer through the pangs of dust and steel.
And still the circular, indubitable frieze

Of heaven’s meditation, yoking wave . ,

To kneeling wave, one song devoutly binds—
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The vernal strophe chimes from deathless strings!

O Thou steeled Cognizance whose leap commits

The agile precincts of the lark’s return;

Within whose lariat sweep encinctured sing

In single chrysalis the many twain—,

Of stars Thou art the stitch and stallion glow

And like an organ, Thou, with sound of doom—
Sight, sound and flesh Thou leadest from time’s realm

As love strikes clear direction for the helm.

Swift peal of secular light, intrinsic Myth

Whose fell unshadow is death’s utter wound,—

O Rivver-throated-iridescently upborne

Through the bright drench and fabric of our veins;
With white escarpments swinging into light,
Sustained in tears the cities are endowed

And justified conclamant with ripe fields

Revolving through their harvests in sweet torment.

Forever Deity’s glittering Pledge, O Thou
Whose canticle fresh chemistry assigns

To wrapt inception and beatitude,—
Always through blinding cables, to our joy,
Of thy white seizure springs the prophecy:
Always through spiring cordage, pyramids
Of silver sequel, Deity’s young name

Kinetic of white choiring wings...ascends.

Migrations that must needs void memory,

Inventions that cobblestone the heart,—

Unspeakable Thou Bridge to Thee, O Love.

Thy pardon for this history, whitest Flower,

O Answerer of all,—Anemone,—

Now while thy petals spend the suns about us, hold—

(O Thou whose radiance doth inherit me)
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Atlantis,-hold thy floating singer late!)

So to thine Everpresence, beyond time,

Like spears ensanguinéd of one tolling star
That bleeds infinity—the orphic strings,
Sidereal phalanxes, leap and converge:

—One Song, one Bridge of Fire! Is it Cathay,
Now pity steeps the grass and rainbows ring
The serpent with the eagle in the leaves...?

Whispers antiphonal in azure swing..1®
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